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(57) ABSTRACT

A solution for disinfecting a screen of an item using ultravio-
let radiation is provided. The solution can provide an elec-
tronic device including a screen utilized by a user of the
electronic device. The screen can be an ultraviolet transparent
screen that covers at least some of the internal portion of the
electronic device and a set of ultraviolet radiation sources can
be located adjacent to the transparent screen. The set of ultra-
violet radiation sources can be configured to generate ultra-
violet radiation directed towards an external surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen. The electronic device can fur-
ther include a monitoring and control system, which can
manage the ultraviolet radiation generation by monitoring a
set of attributes relating to the external surface of the screen
and controlling, based on the monitoring, ultraviolet radiation
directed at the external surface of the screen.
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1
DEVICE FOR DISINFECTING A SURFACE OF
AN ITEM USING ULTRAVIOLET RADIATION

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

The current application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 61/949,650, titled “Ultraviolet Sur-
face Illumination and the System Containing the Same,”
which was filed on 7 Mar. 2014, and which is hereby incor-
porated by reference. Aspects of the invention are related to
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/517,711, which was filed
on 14 Jun. 2012, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates generally to ultraviolet illumination,
and more particularly, to a solution for disinfecting the sur-
face of an item using ultraviolet radiation.

BACKGROUND ART

Ultraviolet (UV) radiation has been utilized to sanitize
different devices. For example, there is an approach for sani-
tizing toothbrushes using UV light. This approach relies on a
UV lamp of low intensity for emitting UV radiation in the 200
to 300 nanometer wavelength range, as well as some radiation
in the visible range above 300 nanometers and in the ozone
producing range below 200 nanometers.

There are currently a number of UV devices available to
sterilize mobile phones, such as the UV Sterilizer for the
iPhone® from Sinco-Electronic Gifts Co. This UV Sterilizer
is a desktop unit. A user places his/her phone into the sterilizer
for approximately five minutes. The device turns a blue light
emitting diode (LED) on to indicate the start of the steriliza-
tion process. Once the blue LED turns off, the sterilization
process is complete. Many of such devices utilize mercury
lamps to generate the ultraviolet light. However, UV LEDs
have been proposed for use in many disinfection-related
applications.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Aspects of the invention provide a solution for disinfecting
the surface of a screen of an item using ultraviolet radiation.
An embodiment of the solution can include an electronic
device including a screen utilized by a user of the electronic
device. The screen can be an ultraviolet transparent screen
that covers at least some of the internal portion of the elec-
tronic device and a set of ultraviolet radiation sources can be
located adjacent to the transparent screen. The set of ultra-
violet radiation sources can be configured to generate ultra-
violet radiation directed towards an external surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen. The electronic device can fur-
ther include a monitoring and control system, which can
manage the ultraviolet radiation generation by monitoring a
set of attributes relating to the external surface of the screen
and controlling, based on the monitoring, ultraviolet radiation
directed at the external surface of the screen.

A first aspect of the invention provides an apparatus com-
prising: an ultraviolet transparent screen, wherein an external
surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen is accessible to a
user of the apparatus; a set of ultraviolet radiation sources
located adjacent to at least one of: an internal surface or a side
of the transparent screen, the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources configured to generate ultraviolet radiation directed
towards the external surface of the ultraviolet transparent
screen; and a monitoring and control system located in an
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internal portion of the apparatus for managing the ultraviolet
radiation by performing a method comprising: monitoring a
set of attributes relating to the external surface of the ultra-
violet transparent screen; and controlling, based on the moni-
toring, the ultraviolet radiation directed at the external surface
of the ultraviolet transparent screen.

A second aspect of the invention provides an electronic
device comprising: an internal portion for containing elec-
tronic components of the electronic device; an ultraviolet
transparent screen covering at least a portion of the internal
portion; a set of ultraviolet radiation sources adjacent to the
transparent screen, the set of ultraviolet radiation sources
configured to generate ultraviolet radiation to disinfect an
external surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen; a cover
configured to removably cover the external surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen; and a monitoring and control
system for managing the set of ultraviolet radiation sources
by performing a method comprising: monitoring a plurality
of attributes for the cover and the external surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen; and controlling, based on the
monitoring, the ultraviolet radiation directed at the external
surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen.

A third aspect of the invention provides a device compris-
ing: an internal portion containing a set of electronic compo-
nents of the device; an ultraviolet transparent screen covering
at least a portion of the internal portion; a set of ultraviolet
radiation sources epitaxially grown on an internal surface of
the ultraviolet transparent screen, the set of ultraviolet radia-
tion sources configured to generate ultraviolet radiation
directed towards an external surface of the ultraviolet trans-
parent screen; and a cover configured to removably cover the
ultraviolet transparent screen.

The illustrative aspects of the invention are designed to
solve one or more of the problems herein described and/or
one or more other problems not discussed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features of the disclosure will be more
readily understood from the following detailed description of
the various aspects of the invention taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings that depict various aspects of the
invention.

FIGS. 1A-1B show cross-sectional views of an illustrative
device according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 shows an illustrative environment according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 3 shows an illustrative system according to an
embodiment.

FIGS. 4A-4C show cross-sectional views of an illustrative
device according to an embodiment.

FIGS. 5A-5B show cross-sectional views of an illustrative
device according to an embodiment.

FIG. 6 shows a cross-sectional view of an illustrative
device according to an embodiment.

FIGS. 7A-7C show cross-sectional views of an illustrative
device according to an embodiment.

FIG. 8 shows a perspective view of a user implementing an
illustrative device as a sterilizing wand according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 9 shows a cross-sectional view of an illustrative
device according to an embodiment.

FIG. 10 shows a cross-sectional view of an illustrative
device according to an embodiment.

FIGS. 11A-11B show cross-sectional views of an illustra-
tive device according to an embodiment.
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It is noted that the drawings may not be to scale. The
drawings are intended to depict only typical aspects of the
invention, and therefore should not be considered as limiting
the scope of the invention. In the drawings, like numbering
represents like elements between the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As indicated above, aspects of the invention provide a
solution for disinfecting a screen of an item using ultraviolet
radiation. An embodiment provides an electronic device
including a screen utilized by a user of the electronic device.
The screen can be an ultraviolet transparent screen that covers
at least some of the internal portion of the electronic device
and a set of ultraviolet radiation sources can be located adja-
cent to the transparent screen. The set of ultraviolet radiation
sources can be configured to generate ultraviolet radiation
directed towards an external surface of the ultraviolet trans-
parent screen. The electronic device can further include a
monitoring and control system, which can manage the ultra-
violet radiation generation by monitoring a set of attributes
relating to the external surface of the screen and controlling,
based on the monitoring, the ultraviolet radiation directed at
the external surface of the screen.

In general, ultraviolet (UV) light is classified into three
wavelength ranges: UV-C, from about 200 nanometers (nm)
to about 280 nm; UV-B, from about 280 nm to about 315 nm;
and UV-A, from about 315 nm to about 400 nm. Generally,
ultraviolet light, and in particular, UV-C light is “germicidal,”
i.e., it deactivates the DNA of bacteria, viruses and other
pathogens and thus destroys their ability to multiply and
cause disease. This effectively results in sterilization of the
microorganisms. Specifically, UV-C light causes damage to
the nucleic acid of microorganisms by forming covalent
bonds between certain adjacent bases in the DNA. The for-
mation of these bonds prevents the DNA from being
“unzipped” for replication, and the organism is neither able to
produce molecules essential for life process, nor is it able to
reproduce. In fact, when an organism is unable to produce
these essential molecules or is unable to replicate, it dies. UV
light with a wavelength of approximately between about 250
to about 280 nm provides the highest germicidal effective-
ness. While susceptibility to UV light varies, exposure to UV
energy for about 20 to about 34 milliwatt-seconds/cm? is
adequate to deactivate approximately 99 percent of the patho-
gens.

As used herein, a material/structure is considered to be
“reflective” to ultraviolet light of a particular wavelength
when the material/structure has an ultraviolet reflection coef-
ficient of at least thirty percent for the ultraviolet light of the
particular wavelength. In a more particular embodiment, a
highly ultraviolet reflective material/structure has an ultravio-
let reflection coefficient of at least eighty percent. Further-
more, a material/structure is considered to be “transparent” to
ultraviolet light of a particular wavelength when the material/
structure allows a significant amount of the ultraviolet radia-
tion to pass there through. In an embodiment, the ultraviolet
transparent structure is formed of a material and has a thick-
ness, which allows at least ten percent of the ultraviolet radia-
tion to pass there through at a normal incidence to an interface
of the material/structure. As used herein, unless otherwise
noted, the term “set” means one or more (i.e., at least one) and
the phrase “any solution” means any now known or later
developed solution.

Furthermore, as used herein, the term “disinfection” and its
related terms means treating a device and/or item so that it
includes a sufficiently low number of contaminants (e.g.,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

chemical) and microorganisms (e.g., virus, bacteria, and/or
the like) so that the device and/or item can be handled as part
of a desired human interaction with no or no reasonable risk
for the transmission of a disease or other harm to the human.
For example, disinfection of the device and/or item means
that the device and/or item has a sufficiently low level of
active microorganisms and/or concentration of other con-
taminants that a typical human can interact with the device
and/or item without suffering adverse effects from the micro-
organisms and/or contaminants present on the device and/or
item. In addition, disinfection can include sterilization. As
used herein, the term “‘sterilization” and its related terms
means neutralizing an ability of a microorganism to repro-
duce, which may be accomplished without physically
destroying the microorganism. In this example, a level of
microorganisms present on the device and/or item cannot
increase to a dangerous level and will eventually be reduced,
since the replication ability has been neutralized. A target
level of microorganisms and/or contaminants can be defined,
for example, by a standards setting organization, such as a
governmental organization.

Turning to the drawings, FIG. 1A shows a cross-sectional
view of adevice 100 according to an embodiment. The device
100 can include any type of handheld electronic gadget, such
as a mobile phone, a tablet, a laptop, and/or the like. In this
case, the device 100 includes an internal portion 102 for
containing electronic components of the electronic gadget.
An ultraviolet transparent screen 104 is located on top of the
internal portion 102 and can be formed of any ultraviolet
transparent material, such as fused silica, sapphire, quartz, an
ultraviolet transparent polymer, and/or the like. In an embodi-
ment, the transparent screen 104 can include at least one
ultraviolet transparent polymer, such as, for example, fluori-
nated ethylene propylene (FEP), fluorinated ethylene propy-
lene co-polymer (EFEP), polyactic acid (PLA), low-density
polyethylene (LDPE), and/or the like. In particular, these
materials are sufficiently transparent to transmit ultraviolet
radiation of certain wavelengths. The transparent screen 104
includes a top surface 106 which is accessible to a user of the
electronic gadget and would require disinfection. In an
embodiment, the ultraviolet transparent screen 104 is formed
of'a material that is transparent and includes a refractive index
that is similar to sapphire, wherein similar is within approxi-
mately 30% of'the refractive index of sapphire. In an embodi-
ment, the ultraviolet transparent screen 104 can be discon-
tinvous and cover between approximately 5% to
approximately 90% of the lateral area of the internal portion
102 of the device 100.

The device 100 can include a set of ultraviolet radiation
sources 108 located in the internal portion 102 of the device
100, which can be placed adjacent to the ultraviolet transpar-
ent screen 104. In FIG. 1A, only one ultraviolet radiation
source 108 is shown for illustrative purposes and it is under-
stood that any number of ultraviolet radiation sources 108
may be located within the device 100. For example, in FIG.
1B, the device 100 is shown including a first ultraviolet radia-
tion source 108A and a second ultraviolet radiation source
108B. It is understood that certain layers (e.g., layer 110) can
be omitted from the device 100 (e.g., in FIG. 1B). The set of
ultraviolet radiation sources 108 can comprise any combina-
tion of one or more ultraviolet radiation emitters. For
example, the set of ultraviolet radiation sources 108 can
include a high intensity ultraviolet lamp (e.g., a high intensity
mercury lamp), a discharge lamp, an ultraviolet light emitting
diode (LED), super luminescent LEDs, laser diodes, and/or
the like. In an embodiment, the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources 108 includes a set of light emitting diodes manufac-
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tured with one or more layers of materials selected from the
group-IIl nitride material system (e.g., AlInGa, , ;N,
where 0<x, y=1, and x+y=1 and/or alloys thereof). Addition-
ally, the set of ultraviolet radiation sources 108 can comprise
one or more additional components (e.g., a wave guiding
structure, acomponent for relocating and/or redirecting ultra-
violet radiation emitter(s), etc.) to direct and/or deliver the
emitted radiation to a particular location/area, in a particular
direction, in a particular pattern, and/or the like, towards the
transparent screen 104. Illustrative wave guiding structures
include, but are not limited to, a plurality of ultraviolet fibers,
each of which terminates at an opening, a diffuser, and/or the
like.

Asillustrated in FIG. 1A, alayer 110 including a refractive
index that is lower than the refractive index of the ultraviolet
transparent screen 104 can be located on top of the ultraviolet
transparent screen 104. In an embodiment, the refractive
indexes are selected to increase an amount of total internal
reflection (TIR) of the ultraviolet radiation that occurs at a
boundary between the layer 110 and the ultraviolet transpar-
ent screen 104. For example, in an embodiment, the layer 110
can include ambient air. The device 100 can further include a
cover 112 located on top of the layer 110. The cover 112 can
include a reflective surface 114, which is configured to reflect
ultraviolet radiation in a direction of the top surface 106 of the
transparent screen 104. The reflective surface 114 can include
a material that is at least 50% reflective to radiation at a
normal incidence. In an embodiment, the reflective surface
114 is at least 70% reflective. The reflective surface 114 can
be formed of any type of reflective material. For example,
illustrative ultraviolet reflective materials include: polished
aluminum, a highly ultraviolet reflective expanding polytet-
rafluoroethylene (ePTFE) membrane (e.g., GORE® DRP®
Diffuse Reflector Material), a fluoropolymer (e.g., Spec-
tralon® by Labsphere, Inc.), and/or the like. The cover 112
also can include a layer of material that has antibacterial
properties, such as titanium dioxide (TiO,), which can assist
in sterilization and disinfection and is activated by light.

FIGS. 1A and 1B show illustrative examples of ultraviolet
radiation emitted from the set of ultraviolet radiation sources
108. The ultraviolet radiation can be transmitted through the
transparent screen 104 and reflected at the top surface 106 of
the transparent screen 104 by total internal reflection (TIR)
and/or off the reflective surface 114 in order to disinfect the
top surface 106 of the transparent screen 104. The ultraviolet
radiation can continue to be transmitted through the transpar-
ent screen 104 and reflect off a surface of the internal portion
102, so that ultraviolet radiation is recycled within the device
100.

Turning now to FIG. 2, an illustrative ultraviolet radiation
system 10 according to an embodiment is shown. In this case,
the system 10 includes a monitoring and/or control system 15
incorporated in the device 100, which is shown implemented
as a computer system 20 including an analysis program 30,
which makes the computer system 20 operable to manage an
ultraviolet radiation source 108 by performing a process
described herein. In particular, the analysis program 30 can
enable the computer system 20 to operate the ultraviolet
radiation source(s) 108 to generate and direct ultraviolet
radiation toward the top surface 106 of the transparent screen
104 of the device 100 (FIG. 1A) and process data correspond-
ing to one or more attributes regarding the device 100, which
is acquired by a feedback component 16, and/or an ultraviolet
radiation history stored as device data 40. While a single
ultraviolet radiation source 108 is shown in this figure, it is
understood that the device 100 can include any number of
ultraviolet radiation sources 108, the operation of which the
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computer system 20 can separately manage using a process
described herein. In the case of more than one ultraviolet
radiation source 108 (e.g., as shown in FIG. 1B), it is under-
stood that the computer system 20 can individually control
each ultraviolet radiation source 108 and/or control two or
more of the ultraviolet radiation sources 108 as a group.
Furthermore, the ultraviolet radiation sources can emit ultra-
violet radiation of substantially the same wavelength or of
multiple distinct wavelengths.

In an embodiment, during an initial period of operation
(e.g., while the cover 112 is placed over the transparent screen
104 (FIG. 1A), and/or the like), the computer system 20 can
acquire data from the feedback component 16 regarding one
or more attributes of the device 100 and generate data 40 for
further processing. The data 40 can include a presence of
biological activity (e.g., microorganisms, viruses, bacteria,
and/or the like) on the top surface 106, a frequency of usage
of the electronic gadget of the device 100, a disinfection
schedule history for the device 100, an amount of radiation
(e.g., ultraviolet, infrared, visible, and/or microwave), and/or
the like. The computer system 20 can use the data 40 to
control one or more aspects of the ultraviolet radiation gen-
erated by the ultraviolet radiation source(s) 108.

Furthermore, one or more aspects of the operation of the
ultraviolet radiation source 108 can be controlled by a user 12
via an external interface component 26B. The external inter-
face component 26B can be located on the top surface 106
(FIG.1A) and allow the user 12 to choose when to turn on the
ultraviolet radiation source 108. However, it is understood
that, in order to turn on the ultraviolet radiation source 108,
the computer system 20 can first determine that the cover 112
is over the remaining portions of the device 100 to avoid
harming the user 12, e.g., using data acquired by the feedback
component 16. The external interface component 268 can
include a touch screen that can selectively display user inter-
face controls, such as control dials, which can enable the user
12 to adjust one or more of: an intensity, scheduling, and/or
other operational properties of the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources 108. In an embodiment, the external interface com-
ponent 26B can include a keyboard, a plurality of buttons, a
joystick-like control mechanism, and/or the like, which can
enable the user 12 to control one or more aspects of the
operation of the set of ultraviolet radiation sources 108.

The computer system 20 is shown including a processing
component 22 (e.g., one or more processors), a storage com-
ponent 24 (e.g., a storage hierarchy), an input/output (I/O)
component 26A (e.g., one or more /O interfaces and/or
devices), and a communications pathway 28. In general, the
processing component 22 executes program code, such as the
analysis program 30, which is at least partially fixed in the
storage component 24. While executing program code, the
processing component 22 can process data, which can result
in reading and/or writing transformed data from/to the stor-
age component 24 and/or the I/O component 26 A for further
processing. The pathway 28 provides a communications link
between each of the components in the computer system 20.
The I/O component 26A and/or the external interface com-
ponent 26B can comprise one or more human /O devices,
which enable a human user 12 to interact with the computer
system 20 and/or one or more communications devices to
enable a system user 12 to communicate with the computer
system 20 using any type of communications link. To this
extent, during execution by the computer system 20, the
analysis program 30 can manage a set of interfaces (e.g.,
graphical user interface(s), application program interface,
and/or the like) that enable human and/or system users 12 to
interact with the analysis program 30. Furthermore, the
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analysis program 30 can manage (e.g., store, retrieve, create,
manipulate, organize, present, etc.) the data, such as data 40,
using any solution.

In any event, the computer system 20 can comprise one or
more general purpose computing articles of manufacture
(e.g., computing devices) capable of executing program code,
such as the analysis program 30, installed thereon. As used
herein, it is understood that “program code” means any col-
lection of instructions, in any language, code or notation, that
cause a computing device having an information processing
capability to perform a particular function either directly or
after any combination of the following: (a) conversion to
another language, code or notation; (b) reproduction in a
different material form; and/or (¢) decompression. To this
extent, the analysis program 30 can be embodied as any
combination of system software and/or application software.

Furthermore, the analysis program 30 can be implemented
using a set of modules 32. In this case, a module 32 can enable
the computer system 20 to perform a set of tasks used by the
analysis program 30, and can be separately developed and/or
implemented apart from other portions of the analysis pro-
gram 30. When the computer system 20 comprises multiple
computing devices, each computing device can have only a
portion of the analysis program 30 fixed thereon (e.g., one or
more modules 32). However, it is understood that the com-
puter system 20 and the analysis program 30 are only repre-
sentative of various possible equivalent monitoring and/or
control systems 11 that may perform a process described
herein. To this extent, in other embodiments, the functionality
provided by the computer system 20 and the analysis program
30 can be at least partially implemented by one or more
computing devices that include any combination of general
and/or specific purpose hardware with or without program
code. In each embodiment, the hardware and program code, if
included, can be created using standard engineering and pro-
gramming techniques, respectively. In another embodiment,
the monitoring and/or control system 15 can be implemented
without any computing device, e.g., using a closed loop cir-
cuit implementing a feedback control loop in which the out-
puts of one or more sensing devices are used as inputs to
control the operation of one or more other devices (e.g.,
LEDs). Illustrative aspects of the invention are further
described in conjunction with the computer system 20. How-
ever, it is understood that the functionality described in con-
junction therewith can be implemented by any type of moni-
toring and/or control system 15.

Regardless, when the computer system 20 includes mul-
tiple computing devices, the computing devices can commu-
nicate over any type of communications link. Furthermore,
while performing a process described herein, the computer
system 20 can communicate with one or more other computer
systems, such as the user 12, using any type of communica-
tions link. In either case, the communications link can com-
prise any combination of various types of wired and/or wire-
less links; comprise any combination of one or more types of
networks; and/or utilize any combination of various types of
transmission techniques and protocols.

The system 10 also can include an ultraviolet radiation
indicator 34 (e.g., an LED), which can be operated by the
computer system 20 to indicate when ultraviolet radiation is
being generated within the device 100. The ultraviolet radia-
tion indicator 34 can include one or more LEDs for emitting
a visual light for the user 12. In another embodiment, the
indicator 34 can be an alarm (e.g., an auditory signal) for
signaling that ultraviolet radiation is being generated.

Turning now to FIG. 3, an illustrative system including an
ultraviolet radiation system 10 for disinfecting the transpar-
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ent screen 104 (FIG. 1A) is shown. The computer system 20
is configured to control the ultraviolet radiation source 108 to
direct ultraviolet radiation 13 at the transparent screen 104 as
described herein. The feedback component 16 is configured
to acquire data used by the computer system 20 to monitor a
set of attributes regarding the device 100 over a period of
time. As illustrated, the feedback component 16 can include a
plurality of sensing devices 38, each of which can acquire
data used by the computer system 20 to monitor the set of
attributes.

It is understood that the set of attributes for the device 100
can include any combination of one or more of: a frequency of
the usage of the device 100, a presence of biological activity
on the transparent screen 104, a usage of the device 100, a
disinfection schedule history for the device 100, and/or the
like. In the case of determining usage details for the device 10,
a sensing device 38 can include a sensor and/or a switch to
sense that the cover 112 is over the remaining portion of the
device 100. If the sensing device 38 senses that the cover 112
is not over the remaining portion of the device 100, the com-
puter system 20 can either terminate the ultraviolet radiation
13 generated by set of ultraviolet radiation sources 108 and/or
fail to turn on the set of ultraviolet radiation sources 108.

In the case of determining a presence of biological activity
on the transparent screen 104 of the device 100, the sensing
devices 38 can also determine a location of the biological
activity, a type of biological activity (e.g., type of organism),
a concentration of the biological activity, an estimated
amount of time an organism has been in a growth phase (e.g.,
exponential growth and/or stationary), and/or the like. Fur-
thermore, the sensing device 38 can determine information on
the variation of the biological activity over time, such as a
growth rate, a rate with which an area including the biological
activity is spreading, and/or the like. In an embodiment, a set
of biological activity dynamics are related to various
attributes of bacteria and/or virus activity present on the trans-
parent screen 104, including, for example, the presence of
detectable bacteria and/or virus activity, measured bacteria
and/or virus population/concentration time dynamics, growth
phase, and/or the like.

In an embodiment, to determine the presence of biological
activity on the transparent screen 104, the sensing devices 38
include at least one of a visual camera or a chemical sensor.
The visual camera can acquire visual data (e.g., visual, elec-
tronic, and/or the like) used to monitor the transparent screen
104, while the chemical sensor can acquire chemical data
(e.g., chemical, electronic, and/or the like) used to monitor
the transparent screen 104. For example, when the computer
system 20 is operating the ultraviolet radiation source 108, a
visual camera and/or a chemical sensor 36 monitoring the
transparent screen 104 may be operated to detect the presence
of'microorganisms. In a specific embodiment, the visual cam-
era comprises a fluorescent optical camera that can detect
bacteria and/or viruses that become fluorescent under ultra-
violet radiation. However, it is understood that a visual cam-
era and a chemical sensor are only illustrative of various types
of'sensors that can be implemented. For example, the sensing
devices 38 can include one or more mechanical sensors (in-
cluding piezoelectric sensors, various membranes, cantile-
vers, a micro-electromechanical sensor or MEMS, a nanome-
chanical sensor, and/or the like), which can be configured to
acquire any of various types of data regarding the transparent
screen 104.

The computer system 20 can be configured to control and
adjust a direction, an intensity, a pattern, and/or a spectral
power (e.g., wavelength) of the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources 108, based on data received from the feedback com-
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ponent 16. The computer system 20 can control and adjust
each property of the set of ultraviolet radiation sources 108
independently. For example, the computer system 20 can
adjust the intensity, time duration, and/or time scheduling
(e.g., including duration (e.g., exposure/illumination time)),
duty cycle, time between exposures/illuminations, and/or the
like) of the ultraviolet radiation source 108 for a given wave-
length. Each of the properties of the ultraviolet radiation
source 108 can be adjustable and controlled by the computer
system 20 according to data provided by the feedback com-
ponent 16.

For example, the computer system 20 can be configured to
adjust the direction of the ultraviolet radiation according to a
location of the biological activity detected on the transparent
screen 104 by the sensing device(s) 38 using any solution.
The computer system 20 can be configured to utilize a target
timing, intensity, and/or spectral power of the ultraviolet
radiation 13 according to a type of biological activity. That is,
the sensing devices 38 can sense locations of higher levels of
biological activity on the transparent screen 104, and the
ultraviolet radiation source 108 can be configured by the
computer system 20 to direct higher doses (by increasing
intensity or exposure) of ultraviolet radiation at the locations
with higher levels of biological activity (e.g., non-uniform
ultraviolet radiation).

The sensing devices 38 can also sense whether or not the
cover 112 (FIG. 1A) is on and covering the remaining portion
of the device 100. In response to detection of the cover 112
being present on the remaining portion of the device 100, the
computer system 20 can be configured to automatically turn
on the ultraviolet radiation 13. In one embodiment, the com-
puter system 20 can be configured to set a periodic or an
aperiodic schedule for the ultraviolet radiation when the
cover 112 is in place. This (periodic or aperiodic) schedule
can be interrupted when the sensing device 38 senses that the
cover 112 is removed from the device 100 and the computer
system 20 can be configured to turn off the ultraviolet radia-
tion. In this case, the schedule (periodic or aperiodic) can be
resumed once the sensing device 38 senses the cover 112 is in
place.

The sensing device 38 can also include a radiation detector
for detecting an amount of radiation that the top surface 106
is exposed to. The radiation can include any type of radiation,
including, for example, ultraviolet, visible, infrared, micro-
wave, and/or the like. The amount of radiation that the top
surface 724 is exposed to can be used by the computer system
20 to determine if any additional radiation is required to
disinfect the top surface 106.

It is understood that the system 10 may include a power
component 17 that is implemented to supply power to one or
more of the various components of system 10, such as the
ultraviolet radiation source(s) 108, feedback component 16,
computer system 20, and/or the like. For example, the device
100 (FIG. 1A) may comprise a power source that is insuffi-
cient to operate the various devices of system 10 in addition to
maintaining sufficient power to continue one or more aspects
of the operation of the device 100. Regardless, the power
component 17 can be utilized to operate system 10. The
power component 17 can be embedded in the internal portion
102 (FIG. 1A) of the device 100 along with the set of ultra-
violet radiation sources 108. The power component 17 can
comprise any source of power including, but not limited to, a
battery set, a solar cell, and/or the like. For example, the
power component 17 can include any of various types of
rechargeable batteries (e.g., lithium ion, nickel-cadmium,
and/or the like). The power component 17 can be configured
for operation of high efficiency direct current (DC) step-up/
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boost converters. In an embodiment, the power component
(e.g., conversion efficiency and maximum battery life) is
configured (e.g., optimized) to keep a difference between the
electrical power available versus the electrical power required
for the various components at the minimum. In an embodi-
ment, the power component comprises a battery set that is
capable of being recharged through a typical household out-
let. A charging system for this embodiment can comprise an
electrical cord for charging that can include, for example, a
cord with a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connection. In
another embodiment, heat from a user provides power to the
power component 17. In an embodiment, the power compo-
nent 17 and/or other electronic components (e.g., computer
system 20, feedback component 16, and/or the like) can be
grown and monolithically integrated on a sapphire surface of
the internal portion 102 (FIG. 1A).

Turning now to FIGS. 4A-4C, cross-sectional views of
illustrative devices 200, 300, 400 according to embodiments
are shown. In FIG. 4A, the device 200 is similar to the device
100 shown in FIG. 1A. However, the device 200 can include
a hinge 216 coupled to the cover 112 and a portion of the
device 200. The portion can be either the internal portion 102,
the transparent screen 104, and/or the like. The hinge 216 is
used to open and close the cover 112. The hinge 216 can
enable movement of the cover 112 and a remaining portion of
the device 200 away from one another in the direction of
arrows 120, 122. It is understood that the hinge 216 shown in
FIGS. 4A-4C is only illustrative of various mechanisms that
can be utilized for opening and closing the cover 112. For
example, the cover 112 can slide on and off the device 200
using a track, be magnetically attached to the device 100,
and/or the like. In the embodiment where the cover 112 can
slide on and off of the device 200, the sliding motion can
result in the top surface 106 of the ultraviolet transparent
screen 104 being wiped. In this embodiment, the reflective
surface 114 (FIG. 1A) of the cover 112 can include a material
for wiping the top surface 106 of the ultraviolet transparent
screen 104. The cover 112 can also contain an antibacterial
liquid that is released during the sliding/wiping motion of the
cover 112. Examples of antibacterial liquids include
alchohols, triclosan, triclocarban, chloroxylenol and/or the
like. The cover 112 can include a plurality of fins 218 of
substantially the same height and width. The plurality of fins
218 extend from the cover 112 into the layer 110 (e.g., air) and
touch the top surface 106 of the transparent screen 104. The
plurality of fins 218 can provide a boundary between the
cover 112 and the transparent screen 104.

In FIG. 4B, the device 300 can include an additional ultra-
violet transparent layer 320 located above the transparent
screen 104. The ultraviolet radiation generated by the ultra-
violet radiation source 108 can transmit through both the
transparent screen 104 and the additional ultraviolet transpar-
ent layer 320. A difference in the refractive indices at the
interface of the layer 110 (e.g, air) and the additional ultra-
violet transparent layer 320 can reflect the ultraviolet radia-
tion back towards the transparent screen 104, as shown by the
arrows in FIG. 4B. In this manner, the top surface 106 of the
transparent screen 104 can be disinfected. In an embodiment,
the additional ultraviolet transparent layer 320 can be formed
of an ultraviolet transparent material with a refractive index
that is higher than the refractive index of the layer 110. The
refractive index of the additional ultraviolet transparent layer
320 can be substantially similar or the same as the refractive
index of the transparent screen 104. For example, when the
layer 100 includes air, the additional ultraviolet transparent
layer 320 and/or the transparent screen 104 can be formed of
fused silica, sapphire, and/or the like. In this embodiment, the
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hinge 316 (or other mechanism) can be coupled to the addi-
tional ultraviolet transparent layer 320, instead of the cover
112 as shown in FIG. 4A, so that both the cover 112 and the
additional ultraviolet transparent layer 320 are removed or
opened by the hinge 316 to enable access to the surface 106 by
a user.

In FIG. 4C, the device 400 can include a diffusively reflec-
tive layer 420. The diffusively reflective layer 420 can also be
partially transmitting. The diffusively reflective layer 420 can
include a diftusive reflection of at least approximately 30% of
radiation at a normal incidence. The diffusively reflective
layer 420 can be formed by an ultraviolet reflective material,
including polished aluminum, a highly ultraviolet reflective
expanding polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE) membrane (e.g.,
GORE® DRP® Diffuse Reflector Material), a fluoropolymer
(e.g., Spectralon® by Labsphere, Inc.), and/or the like. The
ultraviolet radiation generated by the ultraviolet radiation
source 108 is diffusively reflected by the diffusively reflective
layer 420, but can also be partially transmitted by the diffu-
sively reflective layer 420, as shown by the arrows in FIG. 4C.
The ultraviolet radiation that is transmitted by the diffusively
reflective layer 420 can be reflected by the interface between
the layer 110 and the diffusively reflective layer 420, so that
the top surface 106 of the transparent screen 104 is disin-
fected.

An ultraviolet radiation source 108 can be attached to the
device 100 using any known method. For example, the ultra-
violet radiation source 108 can be grown on a sapphire sub-
strate through epitaxy and the sapphire substrate can be uti-
lized as the screen of the device 100 as it constitutes a
transparent and scratch resistant material. In another embodi-
ment, the ultraviolet radiation source 108 can be attached
using ultraviolet transparent glue, such as the glue 422 shown
in FIG. 4C. The ultraviolet transparent glue 422 can be
formed of an ultraviolet transparent polymer including a high
degree (e.g., at least thirty percent) of ultraviolet transparency
such as EFEP, and/or the like. In a preferred embodiment the
material is at least 50% transparent.

The ultraviolet radiation source(s) 108 can be located adja-
cent to any layer of the device 100 and emit radiation at any
angle. For example, as shown in FIG. 5A, the device 500
includes the ultraviolet radiation source 108 located on a side
of'the transparent screen 104. The device 500 can also include
a reflecting element 524 located on the opposite side of the
ultraviolet radiation source 108. The reflecting element 524
can be configured to redirect any ultraviolet radiation back
towards the transparent screen 104 to disinfect the top surface
106. In the embodiment shown, the reflecting element 524
includes a parabolic shaped surface for reflecting the ultra-
violet radiation. However, this parabolic shape is for illustra-
tive purposes and it is understood that the reflecting element
can be any shape. For example, in FIG. 5B, the reflecting
element 624 of the device 600 includes a flat surface for
reflecting the ultraviolet radiation. In the embodiment shown
in FIG. 5B, the device 600 does not need to include the layer
110 (e.g., air), the plurality of fins 518, or the additional
ultraviolet transparent layer 520, which are shown in the
embodiment of the device 500 in FIG. 5A. However, these
features can be included in the embodiment.

The device can also include a set of detectors (e.g., sensors
38 in FIG. 3). As shown in FIG. 6, the device 700 can include
the set of detectors 722, which are located beneath the trans-
parent screen 104. The set of detectors 722 can be configured
to detect radiation 724 (e.g., ultraviolet, infrared, visible,
microwave, and/or the like). The set of detectors 722 can be
attached to the device 700 in a method similar to how the set
of ultraviolet radiation sources 108 (FIG. 4C) are attached

20

25

40

45

12

(e.g., grown or glued on the transparent screen 104). As
mentioned herein, ultraviolet transparent glue can be used to
attach the set of detectors 722 and/or the set of ultraviolet
radiation sources to the device. When the cover 112 is in an
open position, and the top surface 106 of the transparent
screen 104 is exposed, the detectors 722 can detect an amount
and/or type of ambient radiation 724 that the top surface 106
is exposed to. As mentioned herein, the amount and/or type of
radiation 724 (ambient and/or emitted by ultraviolet radiation
sources 108) that the top surface 106 is exposed to canbe used
by the monitoring and/or control system 15 (FIG. 2) to control
the ultraviolet radiation generated by the set of ultraviolet
radiation sources.

Turning now to FIGS. 7A-7C, the device 800 can include a
second transparent screen 830 to extend the functionality of
the device 800. The second transparent screen 830 can be
located between the cover 112 and the transparent screen 104.
The second transparent screen 830 can be formed of a mate-
rial that is substantially the same, or identical to, the material
of the transparent screen 104. In the embodiment shown in
FIG. 7A, the device 800 includes a set of ultraviolet radiation
sources 108 that is located next to the transparent screen 104.
However, as discussed herein, the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources 108 can be positioned in any layer and at any angle
within a device. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 7B and
7C, some or all of the set of ultraviolet radiation sources 108
are located within the second transparent screen 830.
Although the set of detectors 822 are only shown in FIGS. 7B
and 7C, it is understood that the embodiment shown in FIG.
7A can also include the set of detectors 822. In FIG. 7A, the
cover 112 and the second transparent screen 830 are in a
closed position via the hinge 813. In FIG. 7B, the cover 112
and the second transparent screen 830 are in a partially
opened position via the hinge 813. In FIG. 7C, the cover 112
and the second transparent screen 830 are in an open position
via the hinge 813. In this open position, the second transpar-
ent screen 830 can be utilized by a user along with the trans-
parent screen 104, e.g., as part of operating the device 800
(e.g., a smartphone, tablet, and/or the like) in its intended
manner.

In addition to disinfecting a top surface of a device, the
ultraviolet radiation system within a device can be used to
disinfect other items. For example, as shown in FIG. 8, a user
12 can utilize a device discussed herein, for example, the
device 100 shown FIG. 1, to generate ultraviolet radiation 13
directed toward an item 15 in order to disinfect the item 15
(e.g., a toothbrush). In this case, referring to FIG. 3, the
computer system 20 can control the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources 108 so that when the device 100 is used in this
manner, a more focused type of radiation is used so that
ultraviolet radiation 13 is only targeted towards the item 15.
In contrast, when the device 100 is used to disinfect the top
surface 106, a more scattered type of radiation is used so that
the top surface 106 is disinfected uniformly and efficiently. In
an embodiment, the device 100 can include a first set of
ultraviolet radiation sources that are utilized for the focused
type of radiation and a second set of ultraviolet radiation
sources that are utilized for the scattered type of radiation.
Furthermore, the computer system 20 can use data acquired
by the feedback component 16 (e.g., visible image data, infra-
red image data, and/or the like) to ensure that the ultraviolet
radiation is being directed onto an object that will not be
harmed by the ultraviolet radiation.

Turning now to FIG. 9, a device 900 can include one or
more reflecting elements 940 configured to reflect the ultra-
violet radiation towards the top surface 106 of the transparent
screen 104. The reflecting element 940 can be formed of any
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ultraviolet reflecting material, such as polished aluminum, a
highly ultraviolet reflective expanding polytetrafluoroethyl-
ene (ePTFE) membrane (e.g., GORE® DRP® Diffuse
Reflector Material), a fluoropolymer (e.g., Spectralon® by
Labsphere, Inc.), and/or the like. In an embodiment, a reflect-
ing element 940 can be located beneath each ultraviolet radia-
tion source 108. In another embodiment, one or more of the
reflecting elements 940 can include a set of protrusions 942 to
further help in reflecting and/or directing the ultraviolet radia-
tion.

Turning now to FIG. 10, a device 1000 is shown including
an ultraviolet transparent protective layer 1042 over the trans-
parent screen 104. In this embodiment, the set of ultraviolet
radiation sources 108 can be grown over the top of the trans-
parent screen 104 (e.g., sapphire screen) as long as there is
sufficient reflectance at the interface of the transparent screen
104 and the internal portion 102. In an embodiment, the
reflectance is at least 20% for sufficient disinfection action.
The ultraviolet transparent protective layer 1042 can be
formed of an ultraviolet transparent polymer, such as FEP,
EFEP, PLA, LDPE, and/or the like. The ultraviolet transpar-
ent protective layer 1042 can be provide antireflective and/or
screen protection, as well as encapsulating the UV LED
source 108.

Turning now to FIGS. 11A and 11B, devices 1100, 1200
can include a roughness component 1150, 1250 configured to
improve the light extraction from the set of ultraviolet radia-
tion sources 108. The size of the roughness component 1150,
1250 can be larger or comparable to the wavelength of the
ultraviolet radiation generated by the set of ultraviolet radia-
tion sources 108. In FIG. 11A, the roughness component
1150 can be incorporated with the ultraviolet radiation
sources 108. For example, a typical ultraviolet radiation
device 108 epitaxially grown on a sapphire substrate (e.g., the
transparent screen 104) can have a roughness deposited on
sapphire surface being a surface opposite to the one where the
epitaxial growth has been carried. In FIG. 11B, the roughness
component 1250 can be on the top surface 106 of the trans-
parent screen 104.

The foregoing description of various aspects of the inven-
tion has been presented for purposes of illustration and
description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise form disclosed, and obviously, many
modifications and variations are possible. Such modifications
and variations that may be apparent to an individual in the art
are included within the scope of the invention as defined by
the accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

an ultraviolet transparent screen, wherein an external sur-
face of' the ultraviolet transparent screen is accessible to
a user of the apparatus;

a cover configured to cover the ultraviolet transparent
screen, wherein an internal surface of the cover facing
the external surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen
is reflective, wherein the cover includes a plurality of
fins extending therefrom, with each fin separated from
an adjacent fin by a predetermined spacing, wherein
each ofthe fins contacts a separate portion of the external
surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen in response
to the cover being in a closed position, such that a layer
of air is located between the cover and the ultraviolet
transparent screen in each spacing formed between adja-
cent fins;

a set of ultraviolet radiation sources having a location that
includes at least one of: within an internal portion of the
ultraviolet transparent screen near a side edge thereof or
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in a vertical orientation contacting one of an internal
surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen or the exter-
nal surface thereof, the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources configured to generate ultraviolet radiation
directed towards the external surface of the ultraviolet
transparent screen;
a diffusively reflective layer disposed between the ultra-
violet transparent screen and the cover, wherein each of
the fins contacts a separate portion of the diffusively
reflective layer in response to the cover being in a closed
position, such that a layer of air is located between the
cover and the diffusively reflective layer in each spacing
formed between adjacent fins, wherein the diffusively
reflective layer is configured to diffusively reflect radia-
tion emitted from the set of ultraviolet radiation sources
back throughout the ultraviolet transparent screen and to
partially transmit the emitted radiation towards the
cover, wherein the partially transmitted radiation is
directed towards at least one of the spacings, the partially
transmitted radiation being reflected from an interface
with the at least one of the spacings through the diffu-
sively reflective layer to the ultraviolet transparent
screen for disinfection thereof; and
a monitoring and control system located in an internal
portion of the apparatus for managing the ultraviolet
radiation by performing a method comprising:
monitoring a set of attributes relating to the external
surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen; and

controlling, based on the monitoring, the ultraviolet
radiation directed at the external surface of the ultra-
violet transparent screen.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising an ultra-
violet transparent layer located adjacent to the internal sur-
face of the cover, wherein the cover and the ultraviolet trans-
parent layer removably cover the external surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus com-
prises an electronic device, wherein the internal portion of the
apparatus further includes a set of electronic components of
the electronic device, and wherein a user uses the ultraviolet
transparent screen to operate the electronic device.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a set of
reflecting elements located adjacent to the set of ultraviolet
radiation sources.

5.The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a roughness
component located adjacent to the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources, the roughness component configured to reflect the
ultraviolet radiation.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a set of
detectors positioned underneath the internal surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen that are configured to detect an
amount of radiation adjacent to the external surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen including radiation exposure to
the external surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen and
ambient radiation exposure to the external surface inresponse
to the cover being in an open position.

7. An electronic device comprising:

an internal portion for containing electronic components of
the electronic device;

an ultraviolet transparent screen covering at least a portion
of the internal portion;

a set of ultraviolet radiation sources configured to generate
ultraviolet radiation to disinfect an external surface of
the ultraviolet transparent screen, the set of ultraviolet
radiation sources having a location that includes at least
one of: within an internal portion of the ultraviolet trans-
parent screen near a side edge thereof or in a vertical
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orientation contacting one of an internal surface of the
ultraviolet transparent screen or the external surface
thereof;
a cover configured to removably cover the external surface
of the ultraviolet transparent screen, wherein the cover
includes a plurality of fins extending therefrom, with
each fin separated from an adjacent fin by a predeter-
mined spacing, wherein each of the fins contacts a sepa-
rate portion of the external surface of the ultraviolet
transparent screen in response to the cover being in a
closed position, such that a layer of air is located
between the cover and the ultraviolet transparent screen
in each spacing formed between adjacent fins;
a diffusively reflective layer disposed between the ultra-
violet transparent screen and the cover, wherein each of
the fins contacts a separate portion of the diffusively
reflective layer in response to the cover being in a closed
position, such that a layer of air is located between the
cover and the diffusively reflective layer in each spacing
formed between adjacent fins, wherein the diffusively
reflective layer is configured to diffusively reflect radia-
tion emitted from the set of ultraviolet radiation sources
back throughout the ultraviolet transparent screen and to
partially transmit the emitted radiation towards the
cover, wherein the partially transmitted radiation is
directed towards at least one of the spacings, the partially
transmitted radiation being reflected from an interface
with the at least one of the spacings through the diffu-
sively reflective layer to the ultraviolet transparent
screen for disinfection thereof; and
a monitoring and control system for managing the set of
ultraviolet radiation sources by performing a method
comprising:
monitoring a plurality of attributes for the cover and the
external surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen;
and

controlling, based on the monitoring, the ultraviolet
radiation directed at the external surface of the ultra-
violet transparent screen.

8. The device of claim 7, wherein an internal surface of the
cover is reflective.

9. The device of claim 8, further comprising a second
ultraviolet transparent screen located between the cover and
the ultraviolet transparent screen, and another set of ultravio-
let radiation sources disposed about the second ultraviolet
transparent screen.

10. The device of claim 7, further comprising a hinge for
connecting the cover to at least one of: the internal portion or
the ultraviolet transparent screen.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the controlling com-
prises:

turning on the set of ultraviolet radiation sources in
response to determining the hinge is in a closed position;
and

turning off the set of ultraviolet radiation sources in
response to determining the hinge is not in the closed
position.
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12. The device of claim 8, wherein the surface of the cover
is at least 50% reflective to radiation at a normal incidence.

13. The device of claim 8, further comprising an ultraviolet
transparent layer located between the cover and the ultravio-
let transparent screen.

14. The device of claim 7, further comprising a reflecting
element located adjacent to the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources.

15. The device of claim 7, further comprising a roughness
component located adjacent to the set of ultraviolet radiation
sources, the roughness component configured to reflect the
ultraviolet radiation.

16. A device comprising:

an internal portion containing a set of electronic compo-
nents of the device;

an ultraviolet transparent screen covering at least a portion
of the internal portion;

a set of ultraviolet radiation sources epitaxially grown on
the ultraviolet transparent screen, wherein the set of
ultraviolet radiation sources are epitaxially grown at a
location including at least one of: within an internal
portion of the ultraviolet transparent screen near a side
edge thereof or in a vertical orientation contacting one of
an internal surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen
or an external surface of the ultraviolet transparent
screen, the set of ultraviolet radiation sources configured
to generate ultraviolet radiation directed towards the
external surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen;

a cover configured to removably cover the ultraviolet trans-
parent screen, wherein the cover includes a plurality of
fins extending therefrom, with each fin separated from
an adjacent fin by a predetermined spacing, wherein
each ofthe fins contacts a separate portion of the external
surface of the ultraviolet transparent screen in response
to the cover being in a closed position, such that a layer
of air is located between the cover and the ultraviolet
transparent screen in each spacing formed between adja-
cent fins; and

a diffusively reflective layer disposed between the ultra-
violet transparent screen and the cover, wherein each of
the fins contacts a separate portion of the diffusively
reflective layer in response to the cover being in a closed
position, such that a layer of air is located between the
cover and the diffusively reflective layer in each spacing
formed between adjacent fins, wherein the diffusively
reflective layer is configured to diffusively reflect radia-
tion emitted from the set of ultraviolet radiation sources
back throughout the ultraviolet transparent screen and to
partially transmit the emitted radiation towards the
cover, wherein the partially transmitted radiation is
directed towards at least one of the spacings, the partially
transmitted radiation being reflected from an interface
with the at least one of the spacings through the diffu-
sively reflective layer to the ultraviolet transparent
screen for disinfection thereof.
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